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Abstract 
 The study was designed to assess the factors that account for principals’ and 
teachers’ level of awareness of the legal aspects of education that concern 
students’ management. One research question and one hypothesis addressed 
the study. The instrument used for the generation of data was the “Legal 
Aspects of Education and Students’ Management Questionnaire (LAESMQ). A 
sample size of 76 principals and 760 teachers were randomly selected from a 
target population of 245 principals and 5,259 teachers in 7 out of the 23 Local 
Government Areas Secondary Schools in Rivers State. Percentage and means 
were computed to provide answers to research question and chi-square (X2) 
statistical tool was used to test the hypothesis. The result revealed amongst 
others, that no significant differences exist between the principals and 
teachers on the factors that influence their level of awareness of the legal 
aspects of education on students’ management. The paper therefore profiled 
the need for the government in collaboration with non-governmental 
organizations to establish effective mechanism with a view to sensitizing 
educators to adopting preventive legal management strategies in students’ 
management. 

 
Legal aspects that border on educational administration being an emerging 

issue in Nigerian educational system are important and indispensable tool for on-the-
job survival of educators: principals and teachers today. 

Legal aspects which relate to students’ management particularly in secondary 
schools find their sources from the constitution, legislations in form of decrees, edicts, 
bye-laws and common laws (courts decisions or judge-made-laws); Administrative and 
Executive directives (memos, circular letters and guidelines) from Ministry of 
Education, National Policy on Education (NPE) and school rules and regulations. For 
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instance, the Rivers State Ministry of Education circular letter Ref. ME/53/T/Vol. 
111/44 dated 9/05/1984, titled “Powers of Principals and Headmasters in the 
Enforcement of Discipline”, defined limitations of principals and teachers on students’ 
disciplinary management. 

 
Accordingly, the Rivers State Post-Primary Schools Board Edict No4, 1989 

also emphasized teachers’ instructional roles and the rule of natural justice in the school 
system. The Rivers State Schools Rights (Parents, Children and Teachers Law) No. 2, 
2005; emphasized on students’ rights in schools, students’ instructional management, 
non-discriminatory disciplinary system and students’ welfare management. The Rivers 
State guidelines on Voluntary Agencies (1992) emphasized on issues that border on 
teacher – student ratio both in the classroom and practical class. Sections 1(4C) and 
9(K) of the National Policy on Education (2004 revised) also highlighted laws that 
border on equal and adequate educational opportunities for the Nigeria child and on 
religious instructions in schools. 

 
The aforementioned implied legal provisions in education, posit that legal 

aspects on students’ management with their various attendant implications to the 
educator border on issues such as: student rights, students’ discipline, duty of care and 
students’ instructional management, hence, the school, like all social institutions that 
find themselves in the dynamic environment could be said to have always been subject 
to the law. 

 
Observations show that most educators have little or no knowledge of the legal 

aspects that specifically relate to students’ management. Principals and teachers, most 
often make wrong decisions in handling students’ matters which have legal 
underpinnings, even though Borden (2001) argued that school officials are considered 
experts on issues that border on elements of schools laws. In addition, Igwe (1998), had 
pointed out the need for principals and teachers to be aware of the legal implications 
inherent in interpersonal and contractual relationships existing between them and their 
schools. That means that school officials in Rivers State – Nigeria are expected to have 
adequate knowledge of the elements of the legal aspects of students’ management to be 
recognized as effective and efficient instructional and administrative managers. But 
Nwagwu (1984) and Peretomode (1992) has differently noted that many principals and 
teachers do not understand their obligations, responsibilities under the law and the 
probable consequences or implications of their day-to-day activities in the school 
system. 

 
Researchers therefore had revealed that there have been cases of litigations 

against principals and/or teachers on their actions or inactions in relation to their role 
performance in the school system, Eferakaya (1988), Yoloye (1993), Ozurumba (1997);  
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Igwe (1998). Nevertheless, the studies by Igwe (1990), Koko (2003), Kalagbor (2007) 
revealed that the unhealthy and costly effect of these litigations was as a result of 
school officials inadequate awareness of legal aspects of education that guide 
secondary school administration bordering on students’ management. 

 
No study is found in the area of assessing the reasons for the lack of adequate 

awareness on this subject matter even though teachers by their training and experience 
are considered experts in the general school administration. This situation creates a 
vacuum which the present study intends to fill. The problem of this study, therefore, is 
to determine the factors that account for the principals’ and teachers’ awareness of the 
legal aspects of students’ management in Rivers State – Nigeria. 
 
Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study was to assess the reasons for principals’ and teachers’ 
lack of adequate awareness of the legal aspects of education that relate to students’ 
management in secondary school administration. 

Specifically, this study assessed the factors that account for principals and 
teachers’ level of awareness of the legal aspects of education relating to students’ 
management in Rivers State – Nigeria. 
 
Research Question 

The research question below addressed the problem and objectives of this 
study. 

What factors account for principals’ and teachers’ level of awareness of the 
legal aspects of education in relation to students’ management? 
 
Hypothesis 
The Hypothesis below guided this study. 
Ho: There is no significant difference between the factors that influence principals’ 

and teachers’ level of awareness of the legal aspects of education that relate to 
students’ management.  

 
Methodology 

The study was basically a descriptive survey. The population comprised 245 
principals and 5,259 teachers in 245 Government Secondary Schools in the 23 Local 
Government Areas of Rivers State. The sample size which consisted of 76 principals 
and 760 teachers was selected through simple random sampling technique. 

The instrument for data collection was “Legal Aspects of Education and 
Students’ Management Questionnaire (LAESMQ). The main body of the instrument 
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consisted of 5 items related to the variables of interest, based particularly on the 
demands of the research question and hypothesis in the study. 

The LAESMQ designed by the researcher, was validated by the judgement of 
some education managers and law experts. The instrument was further subjected to 
reliability with the use of Pearson – Product Moment Correlation Coefficient:  

 
(N ∑xy – (∑x) (∑-y) 

r =       (N ∑x2 – (∑x)2 - (∑y)2)  
 

The result of the analysis gave r – coefficient value of 0.89. 
The researcher personally administered the instrument to the respondents and also 
utilized the assistance of teachers in the sampled secondary schools, particularly where 
it was proved difficult to reach out to some of the respondents due to the location of the 
schools. Out of the 76 copies of questionnaires administered to the principals, 67 
representing 88% of the total sampled size were retuned and used by the researcher. 
And out of the 760 copies of questionnaires administered to the teachers, 664 
representing 87% of the total sampled size were retuned and used. 
 
Table 1: Percentage of Response Rate (PRR)  
 
Group No of Respondent Actual no of Respondent Percentage(%)of Response                     

Rate 
Principals 76 67 88 
Teachers 760 664 87 
Total 836 731 87.5 (approximate: 88) 
 

Simple descriptive analysis, using the frequency counts, percentages and 
means were used. Tables were constituted and deductions from the results of the 
analyses were used in providing answers to the research question and hypothesis in the 
study. The chi-square (X2) was used to test the only null hypothesis in this study at the 
0.05 level of confidence/significance. 
 
Results 
Research Question 

What factors account for principals’ and teachers’ awareness of the legal 
aspects of education in relation to students’ management?  
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Table 2. Raw Score and Percentage on Factors that Account for the Principals 
and Teachers Awareness of the Legal Aspects of Education in Relation to 
Students’ Management 
 

                                                         PRINCIPALS                 TEACHERS 
S/N         ITEM                 N       A      %      D       %       N       A     %     D        % 
1. My awareness of 

legal aspects of 
education that 
concern students’ 
management is 
influenced by my 
regular attendance at 
workshop/seminar on 
strategies for effective 
students’ 
management.   

 
67 

 
34 

 
51 

 
33 

 
49 

 
664 

 
279 

 
42 

 
385 

 
58 

2. My knowledge of the 
legal aspects of 
education that 
concern students’ 
management is 
influenced by my 
teaching experience.  

 
67 

 
30 

 
45 

 
37 

 
55 

 
664 

 
295 

 
44 

 
369 

 
56 

3. My understanding of 
the legal aspects of 
education that 
concern students’ 
management is 
influenced by my 
knowledge of some 
legal terms.  

 
67 

 
35 

 
52 

 
32 

 
48 

 
664 

 
300 

 
45 

 
364 

 
55 

4. My taking some 
courses in education 
law influences my 
knowledge of the 
legal aspects that 
concern students’ 
management. 

 
67 

 
36 

 
54 

 
31 

 
46 

 
664 

 
276 

 
42 

 
388 

 
58 

5. My knowledge of 
laws that concern 
students’ management 
is influenced by 
reading literature on 
education law.  

 
67 

 
33 

 
49 

 
34 

 
51 

 
664 

 
336 

 
51 

 
328 

 
49 

 TOTAL 335 168 251 167 249 3320 1486 224 1834 276 
 MEAN 67 33.6 50.2 33.4 49.8 664 297.2 44.8 366.8 55.2 
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Table 2.1 above shows that 51%, 45%, 52%, 54% and 49% of the principals 
agreed that their regular attendance at workshops/seminar; teaching experience, 
knowledge of some legal terms, taking some courses in education law, and reading 
literature on education law positively influences their awareness of the legal aspects of 
education that border on students’ management. While, 49%, 55%, 48%, 31% and 34% 
of the principals respectively indicated their disagreement. 
 

However, 42%, 44%, 45%, 42% and 51% of the teachers agreed that factors 
indicated above positively influence their awareness. 58%, 56%, 55%, 58% and 49% of 
the teachers disagreed. 
 

Specifically, table 2 above shows, that the principals with a mean of 50.2 
agreement are positively influenced by these factors: regular attendance at 
workshops/seminar; teaching experience, knowledge of some legal terms and offering 
courses in education law than the teachers with a mean of 44.8 agreement on those 
factors that account for their awareness on the legal aspects of education that border on 
students’ management. 
 
Hypothesis 
Ho: There is no significant difference between the factors that influence principals’ 

and teachers’ level of awareness of legal aspects of education that relate to 
students’ management.  

 
Table 3 Analysis of Difference on the Factors that Influence Principals’ and 
Teachers’ Awareness of the Legal Aspects of Education on Students’ 
Management, Observed and Expected Frequencies  
 
                                       PRINCIPALS                 TEACHERS TOTAL 
S/N Group of 

Items 
Agree  Disagree Agree Disagree 

1. fo 34 33 279 385  
731 fe 33.6 33.4 297.2 366.8 

(fo – fe)2 

    fe 
 
0.0 

 
0.0 

 
1.1 

 
0.9 

2. fo 30 37 295 369  
731 fe 33.6 33.4 297.2 366.8 

(fo – fe)2 

    fe 
 
0.3 

 
0.3 

 
0.0 

 
0.0 

3. fo 35 32 300 364  
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fe 33.6 33.4 297.2 366.8 731 
(fo – fe)2 

    Fe 
 
0.0 

 
0.0 

 
0.0 

 
0.0 

4. Fo 36 31 276 388  
731 Fe 33.6 33.4 297.2 366.8 

(fo – fe)2 

    fe 
 
0.1 

 
0.1 

 
1.5 

 
1.2 

5. Fo 33 34 336 328  
731 Fe 33.6 33.4 297.2 366.8 

(fo – fe)2 

    fe 
 
0.0 

 
0.0 

 
5.0 

 
4.1 

 Grand Total 168 167 1486 1834 3655 
 X2 = 21.03> P.05> X2 = 14.6, dt = 12  Xo2 = 

14.6 
 

The result on table 2.2 shows that Xo2 (14.6) was less then Xe2 (21.03) at df:12 
and P>.0.5. The null hypothesis was therefore not rejected and the alternative 
hypothesis rejected. Therefore there is no significant difference between the principals 
and teachers on the factors that influence their level of awareness of the legal aspects of 
education on students’ management in Rivers State Secondary Schools - Nigeria. 
 
Discussion 

In this study, the following factors were identified as being the variables 
responsible for principals’ and teachers’ low level awareness of legal aspects of school 
administration bordering on students’ management.  These factors are: non attendance 
to conferences and workshops to improve and update their knowledge on legal aspects 
of education, dearth of literature concerning legal issues on education; poor principal 
and teacher experiences informed by the poor curriculum content on legal aspects of 
education in Bachelor, Master and Ph.D degree, etc.  

 
Specifically, the challenge of appropriate literature might be associated with 

the inability of most lecturers in the field of Educational Administration to develop 
appropriate textbooks and academic orientations on the subject matter.  Also was the 
inability of most students at the Ph.D level to carry out their research activities in the 
field of education law.  For instance, the researcher observed that as at 2006, out of 22 
Ph.D students in the Institute of Education, Rivers State University of Science and 
Technology, of various academic sessions, only one student carried out a research 
activity in education law. 
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The above findings support the reasons for the cases of litigations against 
principals and or teachers in their actions or inactions in the school system shown in the 
researches of La Morte (1980), Eferekaya (1988), Yoloyo (1993), Ozurumba (1997) 
and Koko (2003) respectively.  This further reestablished Igwe (1998) assertion on the 
need for principals and teachers to be aware of the legal implications inherent in 
interpersonal and contractual relationships existing between them and their students. 
That is for these schools official to be recognized as effective and efficient instructional 
cum administrative managers. However, the essence for the expected high level of 
awareness of the principals and teachers on legal aspects of education is for them to 
exhibit the kind of behavior which will contribute to the achievement of the objectives 
of the school organisation. But these expectations would not be possible without 
addressing those inhibiting factors identified in this study, with a view of sensitizing 
principals and teachers on the legal aspects of education. 
 
Conclusion      

The focus of this comparative study was to determine the factors that account 
for principals’ and teachers’ level of awareness of legal aspects of education that 
concern students’ management in Rivers State, Nigeria. Generally, the study revealed a 
no significant difference between the factors that influenced principals and teachers in 
the subject matter. Although, principals are more positively influenced by the factors 
mentioned in this study than the teachers, the challenges herein poses a threat to the 
realization of predetermined objectives of secondary education. Hence, the need to 
profile appropriate solutions to enable principals and teachers to become law-abiding 
while facing the legal challenges associated with performance of their respective 
statutory duties. 
 
Recommendations 
On the basis of the findings and conclusion from this study, the following 
recommendations are made: 
1. Regular workshops, seminars, conferences and orientation programmes should 

be organized by government through relevant agencies or institutions: Ministry 
of Education, National Orientation Agency, and in collaboration with non-
governmental organizations to sensitize school officials on the subject matter of 
education law being an emerging issue in Nigeria educational system and to 
orientate principals and teachers on legislations that concern the management of 
students’ affairs. 
 

2. The government through the Courts Registry should prepare and distribute to 
schools a comprehensive manual delineating aspects of students’ management 
with a catalogue of legal decisions in Nigeria educational practice with a view to  
 

The Intuition 



 
 

9 
 

3.  
 

fostering new dimension in school officials interactions with their clients 
(students). 
 

4. At least, a course in education law on Nigeria perspectives should be made 
compulsory for both school authorities and classroom practitioners and in all 
teacher education programmes to enable teachers adopt preventive legal 
management strategies in students’ management. 

 
 

References 
Borden, L. G. (2001) The law: duty of care Retrieved January 10, 2004 from 

http/ww.b/gcanada.com/practice/educational/education law-duty asp. 
 
Egerakaya, A. O. (1988) Legal aspects of education in Nigeria: implications for 

secondary school administration. Journal of Education in Developing Areas. 
VIII, 128-134. 

 
Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004). National Policy on Education. Lagos: NERDC 

press. 
 
Igwe, L. E. B. (1990). A survey of the legal implications of principals role performance 

in secondary school administration in Rivers State. Unpublished doctoral 
dissertation, University of Port Harcourt. 28-33. 

 
Igwe, L. E. B. (1998). Elements of education law. Port Harcourt: Pan Unique 

publishing company.  
 
Kalagbor, L. D. (2007). Issues in the Discipline of secondary school students: 

challenges for classroom practitioners. Journal of General studies: Rivers State 
Polytechnic, I. (1), 41-46. 

 
Koko, M. N. (2003). Legal rights of students: what every educator should know. Africa 

journal of studies in education. 54-60. 
 
Nwagwu, N. A. (1984). Law and order in the administration of schools in Adesina, S. 

& Ogunsaju, S. secondary education in Nigeria. Ile-Ife: University of Ife press. 
 

An Assessment of Educators’ Awareness of Legal Aspects of Secondary Students’ Management in  
Rivers State – Nigeria - Dr. Levi Doe Kalagbor 
 
 



 
 

10 
 

Ozurumba, N. M. (1997). School organization and legal aspects of education in 
Nigeria. Owerri: Grace of God publishers. 

 
Peretomode, V. F. (1992). Education law: principles, cases and materials on schools. 

Owerri International press. 
 
Rivers State of Nigeria (1989). Rivers State Post-Primary schools board edict no. 4. 

Port Harcourt: Government Press. 
 
Rivers State of Nigeria (1992). Guidelines on voluntary agencies participation in the 

establishment of education institutions in Rivers State (revised). Port Harcourt: 
Government Press. 

 
Rivers State of Nigeria (1984). Ministry of Education circular letter 

ref:me/5.3/t/vol./11/44. Port Harcourt: Government Press. 
 
Rivers State of Nigeria (2005). Rivers State schools rights (parents, children and 

teacher law) no 2. Port Harcourt: Government Press. 
 
Yoloye, E. A. (1983). Education and the law in Nigeria. Ibadan: clowercarium press.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The Intuition 


